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Madame de Stael returned to Germany toward
the close of 1807. She visited Munich and
Vienna, of which she had previously known
nothing. She revisited Weimar, which she
found quite changed. The great geniuses had
learned to admire Napoleon, and had discov-
ered in him the man of destiny.

She came back in July, 1808. At S^cheron,
near Geneva, she found Benjamin Constant
awaiting her; he announced to her that he
had been secretly married, and presented his
wife to her. Madame de Stael was so beside
herself with despair that she prevailed upon
Charlotte and Benjamin to conceal their mar-
riage. Charlotte in consternation yielded.
Madame de Stael showed her plainly that she
thought her very insipid to submit to the humil-
iation. Benjamin was ashamed of it; he thought
he should have grown calmer by uniting him-
self to this apathetic being; but he concluded
that wrath had its charms. Moreover his mar-
riage gave his return to Madame de Stael a
flavor of infidelity. He allowed himself to be
carried off to Coppet, where he stayed; and
Charlotte waited with the best grace she could
command, for the return of her husband and
the publication of their marriage. But this
craze of Madame de Stael was to some degree
only a matter of her imagination. Benjamin's
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